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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's communication filed on October 6, 2005. 
Amendments to claim 1 have been entered. Claims 1-25 are pending in the application of which 
claims 20-25 have been withdrawn as being drawn to a non-elected group. Applicants in replying 
to this office action are respectfully advised to cancel the non-elected withdrawn claims. 
Rejections made under 35 USC § 101 in the last office action have been withdrawn in view of 
the amendments. Claims 1-19 have been examined. The rejections and response to arguments are 
stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed recitation of a use, without 
setting forth any steps involved in the process, results in an improper definition of a process, i.e., 
results in a claim which is not a proper process claim under 35 U.S.C. 101. See for example Ex 
parte Dunki, 153 USPQ 678 (Board of Appeals 1967) and Clinical Products, Ltd. v. Brenner, 255 
F. Supp. 131, 149 USPQ 475 (D.D.C. 1966). In the instant case, claim 1 recites use of a website. 
However no steps involved in the use are set forth in the claim. Based on this deficiency the 
claim is not a proper process as also supported by the foregoing case law. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 recites in the preamble "method for promoting commerce". However it is not 
clear from the steps of the claim as to how this objective is achieved. Claims 2-19 are rejected by 
their dependency on claim 1 . 

Claim 1 , recites the limitation "using website". It is not clear what the applicant 

means by the term "using". The metes and bounds of this limitation are unclear. 
Claim 1 provides for the use of website, but, since the claim does not set forth any steps involved 
in the method/process, it is unclear what method/process applicant is intending to encompass. A 
claim is indefinite where it merely recites a use without any active, positive steps delimiting how 
this use is actually practiced. The limitation "to update technical coefficients in a regional 
econometric input-output model" is not a positive recitation but only requires the ability to do so. 
Claims 2-19 are rejected by their dependency on claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Conklin et al 
(US Patent 6,141,653). 
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With reference to claim 1, Conklin teaches a computer implemented method of 
promoting commerce comprising: using a regional metropolitan industry-to-industry Internet 
electronic commerce website (See Conklin Abstract and Column 18 lines 12-15). The limitation 
"to update technical coefficients in a regional econometric input-output model" is treated as an 
intended use. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the website for 
various e-commerce activities including updating technical coefficients in a regional econometric 
input-output model. The updates would have helped an economist keep track of the changes in 
the structural relationships between the various industries. 

With reference to claims 2-19, Conklin teaches the steps of continuously updating 
said electronic commerce website (See Conklin Column 20 lines 19-22 and Column 21 lines 42- 
45) wherein using a regional metropolitan industry to industry Internet electronic commerce 
website comprises accepting orders from industries through the website (See Conklin Column 14 
lines 3-5, participants are interpreted to include industries also); wherein using a regional 
metropolitan industry to industry Internet electronic commerce website comprises tracking 
transactions between industries on the website (See Conklin Column 14 lines 5-6, participants are 
interpreted to include industries also); establishing an industry to industry electronic commerce 
web site for a particular region (See Conklin Column 18 lines 12-15); comprising converting 
transaction data derived from said tracking into a regional input-output matrix of technical 
coefficients (Old and well known); recording transactions that occur between businesses on the 
electronic website (See Conklin Column 14 lines 21-25 and Column 18 lines 66-67); identifying 
new businesses in new industrial sectors based on said tracking (See Conklin Column 30 lines 5- 
10) and monitoring said new businesses in a specific region (See Conklin Column 19 lines 45-51); 
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storing inter-industrial purchase and sales transaction data on a temporary basis in a website host 
computer (See Conklin Column 14 lines 21-25, transaction data for the community is interpreted to 
include inter-industrial purchase and sales transaction data); collecting and storing data from single 
transactions between firms on a temporary basis on the website host computer (See Conklin 
Column 14 lines 21-25); transmitting data from the website host computer on a plurality of 
businesses in a plurality of sectors to a computer database (See Conklin Column 14 lines 21-25); 
collecting, storing, aggregating and analyzing data on multiple transactions that occur over a fixed 
time interval stored in said computer database (See Conklin Column 20 lines 55-63 and Column 34 
lines 5-9); allowing single buyers and single sellers to meet and negotiate terms and conditions of a 
transaction on said website (See Conklin Abstract); tracking transactions entered into as a result of 
said allowing single buyers and single sellers to meet and negotiate terms and conditions of a 
transaction on said website (See Conklin Abstract); allowing multiple buyers and multiple sellers 
to post fixed prices for fixed quantities to consummate a transaction on said website (See Conklin 
Column 20 lines 24-34); tracking transactions entered into ms a result of allowing multiple buyers 
and multiple sellers to post fixed prices for fixed quantities to consummate a transaction on said 
website (See Conklin Column 20 lines 24-34 and Column 19 lines 44-47); allowing an auction 
exchange market to occur on said website (See Conklin Column 20 lines 25-34) and tracking 
transactions entered into as a result of said allowing an auction exchange market to occur on said 
website (See Conklin Column 19 lines 44-47, tracking activity is interpreted to include tracking 
transactions). 
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Response to Arguments 

8. In response to applicant's argument that the limitation "to update technical coefficients in 
a regional econometric input-output model" is not an intended use, the examiner respectfully 
disagrees. The "intended use clause" not only applies to the apparatus claims but to method 
claims as well. In the instant case the limitation "to update" is not a positive recitation because it 
does not necessarily result in the updating of the technical coefficients but only requires the 
ability to do so. 

Applicant's other arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

(a) Dethloff et al (US Patent 4,833,607) (May 23, 1989) Apparatus and Method to 
Control Economical Systems 

(b) Rebane (US Patent 6,662,192 Bl) (December 9, 2003) System and Method for Data 
Collection, Evaluation, Information Generation, and Presentation 

(c) Park (US Pub. No. 2002/008930 Al) (June 27, 2002) Method and Apparatus for 
Internet Marketing and Transactional Development 

(d) Greene (US Pub. No. 2002/0077916 Al) (June 20, 2002) Business to Business 
Internet Website 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-6751. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (571) 272-6747. The fax number for Formal or 
Official faxes and Draft to the Patent Office is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PMR only. For more information about the PMR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Dr. N. Subramanian 
November 30, 2005 



